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The conditions of an artisan's life in India are
probably more pleasant than those of a mechanic in
England; but he produces much less per head,
because the industrial system of India does not pro-
vide for that division of labour which is universal
in Europe. The Indian labouring classes are not
dependent on the rate of wages, because each man
works on his own account, and, besides supplying
the labour himself, also undertakes the risks of
production. In Europe, on the other hand, he is
generally a hired man working for an employer.

It would appear, therefore, that not only in re-
gard to land, but in regard to labour, the natives
of India, whom the Socialists describe as downtrodden
and oppressed creatures, more nearly approach their
own- ideals than they do themselves, though it may
be a fault in them that they, too, are capitalists after
their own degree. Nor is it true, to expose another
fallacy, that the Indian peasant is more indebted
than his brother in Europe, for both borrow accord-
ing to their capacity and not according to their
need.

With their, to us, peculiar industrial organisa-
tion the peoples in India can, of course, never
compete with the inhabitants of countries wherein
the wage-earners work under the direction of
employers, instead of taking the risks of pro-
duction upon their own shoulders; whereas in
India every artisan is a capitalist whether or not